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Committee meeting. Tuesday 30th July  2019   15.00-16.30

Present:  Tim Kendall,  Ali Winstanley, Alyn Cratchley, Dina Tiniakos, 
Rachel Brown, Judy Wyatt, Stefan Hubscher,  

Apologies:  Nathan Asher, Simon Rushbrook, Graeme Murray, Ben Challoner
Agenda:

1. Minutes of previous meeting (attached) 
– all matters arising are covered elsewhere.  

2. Education and training – report from subcommittee meeting 24.07.19. Minutes circulated before the meeting,  summarised by AW:
a) Liver biopsy in the assessment of medical liver disease - 2019 4th April and
b) Histopathology workshop on liver pathology – 2019 - 5th April
The new 2-day format with slide viewing of digital slides on line had worked well with good feedback.  The new arrangements for slide viewing had been popular; the workshop had increased attendance, including several delegates from abroad.  The two-day meeting will be repeated next year on 5&6th March 2020.  To attract more hepatology trainees to the meeting on 5th March – JW will liaise with Ian Rowe for BASL advertisement.  SR had previously undertaken to contact the BSG trainee representative to encourage hepatology/gastroenterology trainee attendance.  Also 1 page advert for UKLPG activities updated from last year, AW contacting ACP News. Also to send to trainee members and Deaneries.  Action: JW contact Ian Rowe and SR.  AW to contact ACP News and Deaneries.

c)    Annual liver pathology update meeting -  Cambridge, local organiser Sue Davies, dates Thursday 7th (liver) Friday 8th (GI) November.
Programme and registration is on the UKLPG website. 
We discussed whether to record the presentations for the website, as before. Probably yes.  We plan to send a questionnaire to members (see item 9 below), and will include a question about viewing the videos. Action:JW contact Geoff Cross regarding recording the meeting. 

d)   Joint Pathological Society/BDIAP meeting - Harrogate, 2-5 July 2019. HPB session on Wed 3rd July. Four presentations (on topics of autoimmune hepatitis, evolving role of liver biopsy, hepatocellular carcinoma, IgG4 related disease) on the UKLPG website.

e) Other meetings – Diagnostic Histopathology of liver tumours, 6th December, at RCPath, organised by Alberto Quaglia and colleagues at Royal Free. The link is on the website.  
Falk Forum - 'Rising prevalence of primary liver tumours and new treatment options' 29th November 2019, London, RCGP. 

Other education/training material/activities – 
MCQs for Part 1 FRCPath examples – answers and commentary provided by NA and AW, to add as interactive format.   
Part 2 cases, based on good examples from previous EQA circulations – no further progress. 
Show stopper case:  one further case in progress.  The template is on the website.
Action: Anyone interested in creating training material for the website - annotated cases, one picture diagnosis cases, show stopper cases - please contact AW.  

3. Quality Subcommittee –   RB
a. Liver EQA scheme  -   Circulation LT is completed, 94 responses submitted, and LU is in progress.  RB reported that the responses will be collated by the members of the quality subcommittee.  The plan is to collate and circulate results for LT and LU among the 5 members of the quality subcommittee and arrange a face to face meeting around 1 month before the Cambridge meeting to discuss scoring. We could then circulate the proposed scoring to EQA members before the Cambridge meeting. Action: RB arrange meeting date.   

b. RCPath documents - 

I. Liver Dataset.  WHO blue book now available; this provides the international updated classification and staging. The purpose of the datasets, provided free by the College, is a more detailed description of specimen handling and reporting so that practice can be as uniform as possible across the UK.  The dataset work will be done after the Tissue Pathways.
                                                                                                                            
II. Tissue Pathways for medical liver biopsies – this is being produced in parallel with the joint BSG guidelines on liver biopsy (see below), and is nearly complete. The aim is to circulate to UKLPG committee for comment and then to the members for information before the formal RCPath consultation, so that it is produced on behalf of the UKLPG. 


c. Other documents
BSG Joint clinical guidelines for liver biopsies – chaired by James Neuberger, current draft (version 5) circulated on 30.07.19. This is being produced by BSG with RCR and RCPath, and includes sections by radiologists, haematologists and pathologists as well as clinicians. SD, SH, JW have produced the pathology section, and sent comments. 

4. Research – DT       Mouse models of DEN related neoplasia – scanned slides on line, awaiting agreement of subcommittee members for scoring criteria.  UKLPG committee can view these on line,  http://nbb-slidepath.ncl.ac.uk/dih/login.php   The plan is to complete a second round of assessments by the research subcommittee members, before inviting comments from a wider group.  Meanwhile TK has been undertaking a literature systematic review.  DT will arrange a telephone conference.

The summary of multicentre liver research studies including liver histology is produced by DT and currently accessed via the research subcommittee page - JW suggested putting a link to it on the main UKLPG website to increase awareness of liver research.  This list is updated annually by DT, current version from November 2018.  
Action: JW 

TK informed the committee of the manifesto for pathologist involvement in clinical trials, a workstream of CM-Path, part of NCRI which includes CRUK and other groups.  This is a pathology extension of the SPIRIT 2013 Statement – Standard Protocol Items: Recommendations for Interventional Trials, which defines how trials should be done and has been endorsed and adopted internationally.   The pathology element aims to embed proper pathology in trials planning, specimen handling etc. This is anticipated to be developed through a Delphi system which will request input from all potential stakeholders, therefore there is a future opportunity for pathologists to influence this development.  

5. Trainee representatives   BC will be taking time out of programme for research.  ACr has completed her training, and so there is a need to appoint new trainee representatives.  See wider discussion under business/membership/constitution below.  

[bookmark: _GoBack]AW said that trainee members from different regions had given a helpful perspective, and a list of Deaneries and PGDs enabled meetings to be advertised to trainees.  JW said that there were 41 trainees who had registered for the Liver EQA Scheme but only 1 had actually taken part in the LT circulation. Since the annual EQALite fee is dependent on the number registered but we don't have a mechanism for charging trainees, the scheme needs to ensure only active trainee members are on the list.  JW will work with Kara to address this, and invite trainees to take part using the MCQ version rather than the EQAlite submission of responses.  There are also 16 trainees who are trainee members of UKLPG and JW will email them with the information about upcoming educational activities and invite expressions of interest in joining the committee. 

ACr proposed establishing a Twitter presence for the UKLPG, to disseminate information about UKLPG teaching materials to trainees coming up to exams, upcoming courses, interesting cases etc.  - Twitter Handle @UKLiverPath If anyone wants anything posting please send to ACr

6. Transplant -  TK
a)   British Liver Transplant Group
TK had attended the BLTG committee meeting 2 weeks ago to arrange the programme for the Glasgow meeting on 17-18th September. The time for the Breakout sessions had been further reduced to 1 hour to give longer for group feedback.  JW had contacted transplant centres to find out the pathologists’ attendance at the meeting, which is likely to be reduced this year, but still viable.  It was agreed to request the breakout room for longer, so that the Pathologists could meet parallel to the main session on psychiatric assessment of transplant candidates.  JW and TK will email transplant pathologists to indicate attendance, ask for cases, and any other material to present.  The final pathology programme will depend on responses, but could be arranged for discussion of items of interest to pathologists during the overlap with the main session, and case presentations also of interest to clinicians during the breakout session. 

b.    National Digital Pathology On call service – update  
The Glasgow meeting will be an opportunity to update the group on the out of hours' donor lesion frozen section arrangements which was the subject of the pathology Breakout session last year. Derek Manas has taken over from John Dark as the governance lead at NHSBT.  JW has asked if the next telephone conference on this subject could be before the September 17th BLTG meeting.  SH said that DN has a formal role within NHSBT.  It would be helpful for TK as the pathologist representative for BLTG to be cc’d into communications to ensure he is aware of developments, since this is a topic which is discussed at the BLTG meetings.   

7. Paediatric - RB 
RB said that the Maesha Deheragoda has proposed a paediatric liver pathology slide club which is being developed by MD, RB and Jens Stahlschmidt, based around meetings with themes and talks. Educational cases in paediatric hepatopathology could be available on the virtualpathology website.  RB has a list of around 20 pathologists who expressed their interest in paediatric liver pathology in the 2016 questionnaire.  It was agreed that having this under the UKLPG umbrella would be strongly supported by the group.  

8. Treasurer  -  GM
GM had sent an update – the current balance is £1782; there are 31 members paying annual subscriptions, no new standing orders have been added.  JW will include this in the questionnaire to be sent to members, inviting them to set up standing orders to support the activities of the UKLPG.  Costs are mainly from advertising meetings, since we are not currently charged for the website used for educational purposes. However, we should aim to be resilient for the future if this changes.    

9. Business/membership/constitution – The first committee meeting of the UKLPG had been in September 2016, at which the draft constitution had been agreed.  The sub-committee elected chairs serve for 3 years, with an option to stand for re-election for a further term.  The term of office for the Chair and Secretary is 3 years.  We discussed the arrangements for replacing committee members.  In the questionnaire in 2016, 35 member had expressed interest in being a committee member now or in the future.  JW said this survey had been an effective way of generating awareness and interest, and proposed another questionnaire to be sent with a summary of UKLPG activities to date.  This could include questions about future meetings, communications, the running of the EQA Scheme (member feedback is part of the SOPs of the scheme), as well as interest in serving on a subcommittee or the full committee.  Our Constitution states ‘The aim is to be inclusive, and encourage current and future Committee membership’ and after 3 years, the activities of the three subcommittees have become established.  JW commented that the aspects of the secretary's work involving updating the website are best done by a person based in Leeds - depending on future circumstances, this role could be separated from other secretarial duties.  Action: JW will draft a questionnaire to be reviewed by the committee with a view to completing the process by the annual meeting in November.  

10. Links with other organisations  
a. BASL  – TK
TK reported that the BASL has created special interest groups (SIGs) of which several don’t have but may want a Pathology representative; the UKLPG could help to identify people for those roles. The SIGs include acute liver failure, alcohol related liver disease, hepatitis B, immune disease, NAFLD, portal hypertension, Wilson’s disease. There are also SIGs for HCC-UK and CC-UK which already have pathology representation (SH and TK respectively).  

b. BSG has asked HCC-UK to provide new HCC guidelines – this is being led by Abid Suddle but there has been little progress to date.  DT will contact AS and progress the first draft for the pathology section after the ESP meeting in September.

c. HCC-UK Committee  pathology representative –SH
The annual meeting of HCC-UK was in Birmingham in March; next year this will be on 12-13th March in London and again follow the structure of a research day followed by a clinical day.  

d.  NHSBT Liver Advisory Group proposal for standardised radiological reporting of HCC. – SH. 
No progress to report; this is being led by Abid Suddle, and Rosa Miquel is drafting the Pathology section. 

e. BDIAP and ESP joint meeting, Glasgow 29th August – September 2nd  2020. DT and SH reported that the two conveners for the liver sessions were Christine Sempoux for ESP and SH for IAP. They have submitted draft programmes to the central committee, one on primary epithelial neoplasms and one on the evolving role of liver biopsy in 2020. DT said that the programme will be finalised during the meeting in Nice.  

11. AOB: TK said that the BLTG committee was concerned about the future availability of pathologists, and wished to encourage involvement of trainee pathologists in the activities it provided for clinical trainees. For example, attendance at the BLTG training school with MDT type presentations including pathology. SH commented that this would only be of interest to those who were likely to be working in a transplant centre.			
For the Cholangiocarcinoma UK SIG – the first annual meeting will be on 14th November in Nottingham (£50/ £25 trainees) - more details on BASL website.  It was noted that there will be several meetings on liver cancer around the same time. For example, Yoh Zen is also talking on CC at the Falk meeting on 29th November and there is also the Royal Free meeting on 6th December. 

12. Meeting dates Full committee meeting on Thurs November 7th 8am before annual meeting in Cambridge.  Action: JW - arrange a room with SD.  

JW will circulate provisional dates for 2020 in advance of this. 
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